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Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

As 2016 draws to a close, 

we face the last big push 

in our practices to finish 

the year strong. 

This year, we witnessed a 

memorable presidential 

election and experienced 

a lesson in democracy by selecting a candidate 

to become our next president. This change in 

leadership may influence our businesses, 

particularly with potential changes to tax laws 

and health care policies.  

2016 has been another successful year for 

ACOMS. The College continues to grow our 

membership, reserves, and educational 

programs. The Fifth Annual Residents Meeting, 

held at the University of Cincinnati this 

November, was a great success. The meeting 

featured several presentations from residents 

and speakers on emergent technologies, new 

surgical techniques, and practice management 

tips. Meeting Chair Dr. Robert Strauss and Host 

Faculty Advisor Dr. Deepak Krishnan will soon 

begin working on the program for the 2017 

Residents Meeting. We thank them both for 

their hard work and dedication to this  

meeting! 

2017 promises to be an exciting year for the 

College as we launch our redesigned and user-

friendly ACOMS website, which will allow our 

members to connect seamlessly to the 

Question of the Week, the OOOO journal, the 

online learning management system, and other 

resources beneficial to our members. ACOMS 

will offer the Annual Hands-on Facial Cosmetic 

Surgery Course in New Orleans January 28-29 

and our Recertification Review Boot Camp in 

Chicago June 3-5. The joint ACOMS/FACES 

Winter Meeting in late February will offer a 

great opportunity to learn and enjoy the slopes 

in Steamboat Springs, Colorado. Planning is 

underway for new courses on zygoma 

implants, complications in OMFS, obstructive 

sleep apnea and more. 

ACOMS strives for surgical excellence through 

education and collegiality amongst our 

members. Our joint annual meeting with the 

Canadian Association of Oral and Maxillofacial 

Surgeons will be held in May. Attendees will be 

able to share ideas with an international panel 

of well-known speakers as well as with our 

Canadian colleagues. You don’t want to miss 

this chance to bring your family and experience 

beautiful Vancouver.  

(continued on next page) 



 

President’s Message (continued) 

Visit the ACOMS Career Center 

Browse more than 1,000 jobs in oral and maxillofacial surgery, including surgical and allied staff 

positions, at the ACOMS Career Center! Are you seeking to fill an open position? ACOMS 

members receive discounts on job postings. Visit acoms.org/career to see recently-posted 

jobs in oral and maxillofacial surgery, post a position of your own, or set up personalized alerts 

to help you manage your career and your practice. 

On behalf of the ACOMS Board of Regents, I wish you a happy holiday season and a prosperous 

and healthy new year! Many thanks for allowing me to serve as your president this year. I am 

truly grateful! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Pedro F. Franco 

ACOMS President 

Join the Conversation with ACOMS on Social Media! 

https://www.facebook.com/theACOMS
https://twitter.com/theACOMS
https://instagram.com/the.acoms/
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=117632480
http://www.acoms.org/career


Registration is now open! 

oms2017.com 

http://www.oms2017.com/
http://www.oms2017.com/


 

Make a Year-End Donation to ACOMS! 

Please consider supporting education by making a donation to ACOMS. Donations of all sizes 

and payment plans are appreciated. Whether it's a one-time gift, a monthly contribution, a 

donation of stock, or remembering ACOMS in your will, member donations help sustain 

ACOMS operations and support education and research to advance the specialty of oral and 

maxillofacial surgery.  

You may designate your gift to be directed to any of the following funds: 

 ACOMS General Fund: Donations support the daily operations of ACOMS. 

 Resident Travel Fund: Donations are used to fund travel opportunities for OMS residents 

to attend our Annual Conference and educational courses. 

 The Stuebner Scholar Program: Established by ACOMS in 2016, this program provides 

opportunities for female surgeons to advance through participation in scientific meetings 

organized by the College. 

 ACOMS Foundation: A donor advised fund (DAF) of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

Foundation. Donations support education and research to advance the specialty and 

improve patient care. 

Please visit acoms.org/donate to learn more and to make your donation! 

 

 

 

 

Your donation is tax deductible! 

ACOMS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization incorporated in the United States. Donations are 

tax deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes. Please contact your 

tax advisor for guidance. ACOMS federal tax ID number is 11-2420729. 

ACOMS expresses its gratitude to the founding sponsors of the Stuebner Scholarship Program: 

 

http://www.acoms.org/donate
http://www.acoms.org/donate
http://www.acoms.org/donate


ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA 

CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. Update in Oral and 

Maxillofacial Pathology in Children has been approved for one and one quarter (1.25) hours of Continuing Dental Education (CDE) credit. Timing and 

Indications on Dental Implants for the Growing Patient has been approved for one and one half (1.5) hours of Continuing Dental Education (CDE) credit. 

Bone Graft and Alveolar Reconstruction for the Growing Patient has been approved for one and one quarter (1.25) hours of Continuing Dental Education 

(CDE) credit. 

Learn on Your Terms 
Log in to the ACOMS Learning Center any time, anywhere to complete CDE credit-bearing 

modules on-demand.  

 

ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality 

providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or 

instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. Consult the ACOMS Learning 

Center for additional information on Continuing Dental Education (CDE) credit offered for each activity.  

Be sure to visit the ACOMS Learning Center frequently as additional activities will be  

made available in the coming weeks. 

Recent Additions Include: 

http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn


 
ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality 

providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or 

instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. Fascial Spaces of the Head and 

Neck has been approved for one (1) hour of Continuing Dental Education (CDE) credit.  

Stay current on your surgical knowledge and earn CDE credit with the Clinical Review—a 

monthly educational offering from ACOMS. 

 

This month’s article is Fascial Spaces of the Head and Neck  by Dr. Joseph Cillo, Jr.  

This activity will review the sixteen fascial spaces of the head and neck region divided into 

four subtypes including fascial spaces of the face, suprahyoid fascial spaces, infrahyoid fascial 

spaces, and the fascial spaces of the neck.  

Thank you... 
To all of the authors who made this monthly offering possible in 2016: 

Tara Aghaloo 

Leon Assael 

Jeffrey Bennett 

Ron Caloss 

Joseph Cillo, Jr. 

Stephanie Drew 

Tirbod Fattahi 

Marianela Gonzalez 

Cesar Guerrero 

Mariana Henriquez 

Kyle Kramer  

Elena Mujica 

Reza Movahed 

Jon Perenack 

Joan Pi-Anfruns  

Larry Wolford 

Barry Argintar 

Matthew Bojrab 

Slim Bouchoucha 

Christopher Brown 

Robert Chuong 

Michael Erlichman 

Amy Field 

David Gilbert 

Laurie Goldenberg 

Matthew Hanchett 

Michael Huang 

Raymond Kaercher 

Chris Kim 

Andrew Langston 

Mitchell Loo 

Stephen Martin 

Peter Nelson 

Robert Pellecchia 

Bradley Pinker 

Richard Plezia 

Vidya Rattan 

Ignatius Scalia 

Garett Seeba 

David Shall 

Hall of Fame 
The following members completed the majority of Clinical Review activities in 2016: 

http://www.acoms.org/learn
http://www.acoms.org/learn


The Question of the Week is a weekly challenge intended to 

enhance your knowledge across the scope of the OMFS 

specialty. A new question is posted each Monday, along with 

the answer, rationale, and references.  

 

Visit acoms.org/QOTW to view this week’s question. Click 

"manage subscriptions" to receive notifications when new 

questions are posted, or return at your convenience and use 

keyword tagging to sort by subject matter. 

Test Yourself with the Question of the Week 

A comprehensive, in-depth review spanning the scope of oral and 

maxillofacial surgery 

 

Save the Date:  

June 3-5, 2017, Chicago, IL 
 

Additional information and online registration coming soon!  

http://www.acoms.org/qotw
http://www.acoms.org/qotw
http://www.acoms.org/bootcamp
http://www.acoms.org/bootcamp


 

Only four spots are still 

available — don’t miss 

your chance! 

 

REGISTER NOW 

http://www.acoms.org/cosmetic
http://www.acoms.org/cosmetic
http://www.acoms.org/cosmetic
http://www.acoms.org/cosmetic


Membership 

Renew Your ACOMS Membership for 2017! 
 

ACOMS memberships run from September 1 through August 31. Membership dues for 

2017 for most active Fellows and Members were due on August 31, 2016. Online 

renewal of your membership is highly encouraged. To renew your membership online: 

 

1. Visit acoms.org/renew and enter your username and password. If you do not 

know your password, you may retrieve it at acoms.org/password. 

2. To renew your membership, simply click on “Securely renew my membership 

now” at the top of the "manage profile" section on. From there, you can  

proceed using our secure online payment portal by making an instant  

payment with a credit card. 

 

Dues invoices were mailed again in mid-December. If you wish to pay by check, please 

follow the instructions on the invoice. Thank you in advance for your continued  

support! 
 

 

 

 

Purchase an ACOMS Membership Certificate Today 
Proud to be an ACOMS member? Show 

off your commitment to the College by 

purchasing a newly-redesigned member-

ship certificate to display at your home 

or office! Members wishing to purchase 

a new certificate may do so online by 

visiting the ACOMS website. Discounted 

framing services are also available by 

visiting the Framing Success website. 

http://www.acoms.org/renew
http://www.acoms.org/password
http://www.acoms.org/renew
https://acoms.site-ym.com/store/ViewProduct.aspx?id=4981230
https://www.framingsuccess.com/category/list/sid/19445


Register or learn more at acoms.org/winter 

 Invite your OMS colleagues and friends, your family, and your referring 

dentists and orthodontists to join us this winter to enjoy cutting-edge 

continuing education, and the spectacular activities that have made  

Steamboat Springs world-famous.   

 

ACOMS and FACES 
P R E S E N T  

30th Annual Winter Meeting 

February 26 - March 3, 2017 

Steamboat Springs, Colorado 

http://www.acoms.org/faces
http://www.acoms.org/winter
http://www.acoms.org/winter


 

Call for Abstracts 
 

Abstracts are now being accepted for the 2017 ACOMS and CAOMS Joint Annual 

Conference and Exhibition. Both oral and poster scientific abstracts are eligible for 

consideration and any registered attendee may submit an abstract. Outstanding 

submissions by residents will automatically be enrolled in our Resident Abstract 

Competition and are eligible to win cash prizes of up to $1,000. All accepted oral 

abstracts will be published in OOOO Journal.  

 

The deadline to submit abstracts for the 2017 conference is February 20, 2017. 

Please visit oms2017.com to learn more or submit your abstract today.  

http://www.oms2017.com/
http://www.oms2017.com




10 Strategies for Enhancing Communication with Patients 

 

MedPro’s OMS Preferred program is specifically designed to serve the unique needs of oral and 

maxillofacial surgeons across the country. MedPro is the leader in healthcare malpractice 

insurance and was the first company involved when malpractice allegations became prevalent 

more than a century ago.  MedPro has been defending the reputations and assets of oral and 

maxillofacial surgeons since 1899 and will continue to do so for years to come. 

1. As much as possible, try to limit interruptions and distractions during the patient 

encounter. 

2. Allow adequate time for dialogue, and take time to understand the patient and his or 

her family's concerns and point of view. 

3. Make an effort to allow patients to fully voice their concerns without interruption. 

4. Repeat key information back to the patient after he or she has finished explaining the 

chief complaint or reason for the visit. 

5. Determine what the patient hopes to achieve as a result of the visit. 

6. Whenever possible, sit down with the patient while taking his or her history and 

reviewing clinical information. 

7. Ask the patient open-ended questions to trigger more detailed responses. For 

example, "So, you're having pain?" becomes "Can you tell me more about your pain?" 

8. Create an atmosphere that encourages questions and open dialogue. Specifically ask 

whether the patient has questions or would like to offer any additional information 

before the appointment concludes. 

9. Use eye contact in face-to-face conversations. Eye contact is increasingly more 

important as technologies, such as electronic health records, are used in the practice 

environment. 

10.Consider your body language and how a patient might perceive it. For example, 

fidgeting or constantly looking at a computer screen might be construed as 

dismissive. Certain facial expressions might be considered judgmental, which may 

cause the patient to withhold information. 

Source: medpro.com/10-communication-strategies  

http://www.medpro.com/thebest
https://www.medpro.com/10-communication-strategies


 

 

 

 

 

 This Month in… 

 

Visit oooojournal.net/current to read more! 

OOOO is a Complimentary 

ACOMS Member Benefit 

Featured in this month’s issue: 

Tradition vs. Evolution 
Pedro Franco, DDS  
 
In many aspects, people appear to be completely different than they were during earlier generations. This 
ranges from commitments to perform specific tasks, overall lifestyle, preferences to working independently 
or as a team, as well as incentives and goals. 

The new generation is technologically savvy. We can even go so far as to compare their smart device with a 
part of their body, allowing for manipulation of their mind and emotions to be held in their hands. They 
require immediate gratification or else a lack of concentration and interest will ensue. They must be 
stimulated every second and challenged with simultaneous contests to maintain focus. 

The effects of these changes are influencing every surgical specialty, and some of them are appropriately 
moving forward with new approaches for education. 

Also, our new faculty members are changing in age, subspecialty, expertise, and habits to educate. 

We must be aware of the new trends in education and focus on keeping up with the current generational 
model of thinking. We also need to consider the nominal changes in our traditional model of teaching and 
the lack of faculty and we must allow our residents to be more involved in their education. Continue 
reading... 
 
Also in this month’s issue: 

 Effect of length, diameter, intraoral location on implant stability 
Kyle Shiffler, David Lee, Mark Rowan, Tara Aghaloo, Joan Pi-Anfruns, Peter K. Moy 

 Preradiotherapy dental extractions and health-related quality of life 
Nicholas Beech, Sandro Porceddu, Martin D. Batstone  

 American Academy of Oral Medicine (AAOMS) Clinical Practice Statement: Subject: Management 
of Patients on Warfarin Therapy 

 Postoperative changes in mandibular position after mandibular setback surgery via the surgery-
first approach in relation to the increase of vertical dimension and the amount of mandibular 
setback 
Jeong Joon Han, Jong-Hyon Chong, Sun-Youl Ryu, Hee-Kyun Oh, Hong-Ju Park, Seunggon Jung, 
Min-Suk Kook  

http://www.oooojournal.net/current
http://www.oooojournal.net/article/S2212-4403(16)30650-2/fulltext
http://www.oooojournal.net/article/S2212-4403(16)30650-2/fulltext

